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Bishop Dwayne D. Royster, a leading voice in modern faith-based activism, 
wants to change the world. Whether he is serving as a pastor, challenging 
the status quo as a political activist, educating and empowering 
communities as a radio show host, or encouraging and inspiring 
audiences around the country as a writer and public speaker, Bishop 
Royster’s work is fueled by deep faith and passionate commitment to 
bringing about social justice.

Bishop Royster has served in pastoral ministry for the past over 26 
years in a variety of positions and denominations. Driven by his deep 
commitment to the four biblical principles of redemption, restoration, 
renewal and refreshment, Bishop Royster works diligently to meet people 
where they are and instill in the congregation a need to be like Christ: slow 

to judge always ready to offer grace and mercy.

Bishop Royster currently serves as Senior Pastor of Faith United Church of Christ in the North Michigan Park 
Section of Washington, DC. Bishop Royster is an advocate for preparing congregations for the ministry of 
availability. Prior to his current role as Senior Pastor, Bishop Royster has had the honor of presiding over the 
Living Water United Church of Christ (Founder and Senior Pastor); Mid-Town Parish UMC (Pastor); Way of Life 
Ministries Mennonite Church (Church Planter and Pastor); Harold O. Davis Memorial Baptist Church (Staff 
Minister) and Camphor Memorial UMC (Associate Pastor). Bishop Royster has also served the United Church 
of Christ in the following capacities: United Church of Christ Board of Directors (2013-2017); UCC Executive 
Committee (2016-2017); Penn Southeast Conference Consistory (2008-2012); Philadelphia Association 
Executive Committee (2008-2012); Philadelphia Association Committee on Ministry (2010-2014) and Ministers 
for Racial, Social and Economic Justice Board (2010-2014).

Bishop is a graduate of Geneva College’s Center for Urban Theological Studies (BS in Urban Ministry 
Management), a graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary In Philadelphia (M.A. in Religion Degree- 
African American Church specialization), and has studied at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. In addition 
to his pastoral responsibilities, Bishop Royster is the General Secretary of Higher Ground Christian Fellowship 
International and serves on the College of Bishops.

Bishop Royster has extensive organizing, advocacy, political and faith leadership experience. He believes that 
it is imperative that a prophetic faith voice is heard in the halls of power calling for equity and respect for 
the moral value of every human life. He currently serves as the National Political Director of Faith in Action 
(formerly the PICO National Network), the nation’s largest faith-based organizing movement committed to 
racial and economic justice with 40+ federations in 26 States and 4 countries.

Bishop Royster serves as the Founder of the Society for Faith and Justice, an ecumenical religious order 
committed to a charism of social justice as a spiritual discipline and spiritual practice. Bishop is also the former 
Executive Director of the POWER (Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower and Rebuild) and a former 
councilman-at-large for the Municipality of Norristown. And when he’s not blogging at “Change The Damn 
World,” Bishop Royster can be found co-hosting a radio show, “Solutions”, on Philadelphia’s WURD.

Bishop Royster’s work and ministry have been featured in the Philadelphia Tribune, Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Time Magazine, Philadelphia Daily News, Philadelphia Magazine, New York Times, RT Today, Fox News, 
Religion and Ethics Weekly (PBS), ThinkProgress, Huffington Post, Fresh Air (PBS), Voice of America, 
Washington Post, The Washington Informer and many other outlets.

Bishop Dwayne D. Royster is married to the lovely Suzette Royster and together they are the parents of two 
beautiful daughters.


